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PLEASE NOTE: this fact
sheet contains helpful
information for parents
but may not be up to
date in some areas due
to the recent changes
in SEN law.

PLANNING FOR LIFE AFTER 16
Education - schools

What are the options?

The options that may be available to your son or
daughter are:

›
›
›

Mainstream school sixth form
FE/16+ department at a school specifically
for children and young people with speech,
language or communication impairments
FE/16+ department at a general special needs
school

Mainstream school sixth form

Historically, school sixth forms only catered for
young people who had achieved several high
grades at GCSE and wanted to go on to do A
levels. As this only included a relatively small
number of young people with significant speech
and language impairments, staying on at school
was rarely an option.
Now, though, some sixth forms are offering a
much wider range of courses, including diplomas and some vocational subjects, making this
an option for many more young people. If your
son or daughter would like to continue at school
but their current school does not offer a suitable
course, it is worth finding out what is available at
other schools in your area.
The advantages of staying at school, especially
the same school, include:

›
›
›

›

Being one of the older ones, and enjoying the
freedoms and responsibilities that go with it
Already knowing the staff, your way around
the building etc.
The school should continue to provide any
SEN support your son or daughter has been
receiving. If your son or daughter has a statement this will continue as long as he or she is
at school (unless he or she no longer needs
it)
Secondary language units or resources generally only cater for years 7–11. However, some
language units will provide outreach support
to any former students who continue into the
sixth form.

On the other hand, if your son or daughter has
not been happy at school or received inadequate
support, he or she might be only too keen to
leave and move on to something else!

Special schools for children with
speech, language or communication impairments (SLCI)

Most, though not yet all, of these schools now offer purpose designed provision for young people
aged 16+, and it is worth noting that they form
virtually the only example of services specifically
aimed at older teenagers with speech and language impairments.
The schools vary in what they offer, but generally
the provision includes:

›
›
›
›
›
›

Speech and language therapy and other
language support
Social and life skills training
Continuing literacy and numeracy classes
Academic courses such as GCSEs or A levels
may be available
Work experience
Vocational or pre-vocational courses

On the whole, these schools are most suitable for
young people with particularly severe or complex
speech and language impairments, or for those
given a late diagnosis who would benefit from the
intensive input they offer.
Some points to note:

›

›

You usually need a statement to access a
place, even in the 16+ department, though
occasionally places have been funded by FE
funding bodies.
Places are usually only awarded to young
people whose needs could not be met elsewhere. For ways of demonstrating this, see
the factsheet on Making the School SEN
System Work for You.

Other special schools

Some other special schools have 16+ sections.
These are mostly schools for children with severe
learning difficulties and so are rarely suitable for
young people with specific speech and language
impairments. They may, though, suit young people whose speech and language difficulties form
just part of a more complex special needs profile. As with the schools for SLCI, young people
attending other special schools generally need a
statement.

For more information on any of these issues,
see the factsheet Education: Sources of Further
Information or contact the Afasic Helpline on
0300 666 9410 or 0207 490 9420.
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