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Afasic’s response to the Consultation on Careers Guidance for Schools, Sixth Form Colleges and Further Education Institutions
Introduction
Afasic is the UK-wide charity representing children and young people with speech and language impairments.  Afasic welcomes the opportunity to respond to this consultation. 

Afasic primarily represents children and young people with specific speech and language impairments, that is to say children whose impairment is not caused by a physical or sensory disability, such as hearing impairment or cerebral palsy, and whose intelligence is within the ‘normal’ range. They are also often described as having SLCN (Speech, Language and Communication Needs).
Speech and language may be impaired in any or all of the following ways:

· The child may have difficulty articulating speech clearly

· The child may have difficulty understanding language

· The child may have difficulty learning and remembering words, and putting words together to make sentences and paragraphs

· The child may have difficulty using language appropriately in context.

Speech and language impairments may be associated with other cognitive impairments, including: 

· Poor memory

· Difficulties with social interaction and relating normally to other people

· Poor organisational skills

· Poor reasoning skills

· Difficulties with generalising knowledge and learning from experience

· Poor predictive skills

· Difficulty understanding cause and effect.

As a result, although they are of normal intelligence, children with speech and language impairments often function and perform at below average (sometimes well below average) levels and have real difficulty with many aspects of daily life and learning, including acquiring literacy and numeracy skills.

Speech and language impairments affect up to 6% of school-aged children, and may become apparent at any age. Appropriate intervention from speech and language therapists and teaching staff can in time successfully resolve most speech and language difficulties although the cognitive difficulties described above may persist, affecting children’s learning and performance at school. 1 child in 500, though, has a life-long speech and language impairment, which will affect them throughout their time at school and beyond.

Comments
Afasic agrees with the proposals in this consultation but would add the following two caveats:
1) The general proposals for delivering high quality IAG appear to be very dependent on ‘telephone helplines’ and ‘webchat’ (as set out, for example, in “National Careers Service: The Right Advice At The Right Time”). Access to such services can be highly problematic for young people with speech and language impairment and other LDD. It is unclear from the statutory and other guidance how access is to be secured for all young people, and appropriate safeguards put in place to ensure that those providing the various services have the appropriate skills and knowledge to provide specialist advice.
2) Afasic also has concerns that the specialist careers advice services for young people with LDD, and in particular those with speech and language impairment, that have successfully been developed in some areas will become even less available than now as responsibility for procurement and commissioning passes to schools. Specifically we are concerned that the overwhelming focus of schools will be on the majority who do not have LDD and thus that the ‘market development’ component of commissioning in respect of specialist SEN services will effectively become moribund (in the past effective Connexions services took on this role on behalf of large groups of schools and were thus able to commission and develop specialist services). We recognise that the statutory guidance in paragraph 16 does suggest that schools should “work closely with local authorities who have an important role to play, in particular through the provision of SEN support services …”; however, as more schools become academies and procure services from an ever wider range of providers it is unlikely that all, or even most, local authorities will be able to maintain a full range of services other than those required by statute. Afasic thus has grave concerns that the “flourishing commercial market place in careers services” will not include the specialist service required by young people with speech and language impairments.

Afasic would be happy to work with the DfE to identify ways to secure the future of high quality specialist careers advice and guidance.
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