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SCHOOL VISITS
Questions to ask

voice for life
These are suggested questions to ask
when visiting schools you are
considering for your child with SLI.
Not all the questions will be relevant
to you. Please select those that are.
Similarly, you may have other
questions not listed. Feel free to ask
those too.
For ease of reference the questions
are grouped into different categories.

General Questions
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

How many children in the school have SEN?
What kinds of needs do they have?
Does the school offer an induction programme specifically for children with SEN, to help
them get to know the school?
How many children would be in my child’s class?
How does the school assess the progress children make in their classwork? Who does
this, and how often?
What arrangements for internal and external exams, tests and SATs does the school
make for children with SEN?
Does the school offer an extended curriculum for children with SEN, i.e. social and
independent living skills?
Does the school offer any health or medical facilities (ask specifically about anything
your child may need e.g. in case of asthma/epilepsy attacks). It is particularly important to check what the arrangements for medical care are when visiting a residential
school.

Specific Questions about DLD (formerly SLI)
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

What experience does the school have of supporting children with DLD? Do they offer
any specific support packages or small groups etc.?
When, how often and for what are the children taught outside the classroom?
What training have staff had in speech and language impairments?
How would the school make sure my child could access the full national curriculum?
How would the school differentiate the curriculum for my child in a large class?
How would the school ensure that my child is fully included in all classroom activities?
How would the school deliver the frequent reinforcement of newly-acquired knowledge
or skills that my child, like most children with DLD, needs?
What use does the school make of visual and other aids?

Questions about school life outside the classroom
»
»
»
»
»

How would the school ensure that my child is fully included in school activities outside
the classroom? Do all children have equal opportunities to take part in all school
activities?
Would the school monitor my child at breaktimes, lunchtimes, in school clubs and other
activities and offer support if needed to help him/her to mix with other children?
Would the other children be helped to understand my child’s difficulty? What is the
school’s experience of bullying? How do they deal with it?
How would the school prevent my child from being bullied?

Questions about Parent/School Liaison
»
»
»

What support and guidance does the school offer to parents generally, and of children
with SEN specifically?
How would I be involved in the planning of support for my child’s special needs?
How would I be kept informed about what is happening at school, and about my child’s
progress?
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