Factsheet 5

What is an Education, Health and
Care (EHC) plan?
An EHC plan is the document that
replaces statements of SEN for children
and young people with special
educational needs.

EHC plans started to replace statements
of SEN from 1 September 2014, but
because the move from the old to the
new system is gradual, statements will
still exist for a while longer. If your child
already has a statement of SEN, this will
carry on until the local authority (LA)
has done a ‘transfer review’. LAs should
not get rid of a statement before an EHC
plan is in place. The Government has
given guidance to LAs, and every LA
must have published information about
its own transfer process to EHC plans by
1 September 2014. As a general rule,
children moving on to the next stage of
their education, or young people moving
on to a further education college, should
be transferred first. By 1 April 2018 all
children and young people must be
transferred to an EHC plan.

plan can be issued to a child or young
person between the ages of 0 – 25.
The plan can be drawn up by the LA only
after an Education, Health and Care
needs assessment of the child or young
person has been undertaken.
An EHC plan should be written in clear
language so that everyone can
understand the amount and type of
support the child will receive and how
this will help. The plan must also be
reviewed at least once a year to check
progress and whether anything needs to
be changed.
The plan will stay in place until the child
or young person leaves education or the
LA decides that a plan is no longer
required. If the child or young person
moves to another LA, the plan should be
transferred, but this can sometimes be a
complicated process.

The new EHC plan is a legal document
which describes a child or young
person’s special educational, health and
social care needs and explains the extra
support which will be given to meet a
child or young person’s needs. An EHC
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