Annex C – Consultation Response Form

Registered Charity no. 1045617

Consultation
Response Form

Your name: Zein Pereira
Organisation (if applicable): Afasic Cymru
email / telephone number: zein@afasiccymru.org.uk
Tel: 029 2046 5854
Your address:
203 Titan House
Cardiff Bay Business Centre
Lewis Road
Cardiff
CF24 5BS

Responses should be returned by 30 April 2014 to:
Crime and Justice Team
Community Safety Division
Welsh Government
Rhydycar Business Park
Merthyr Tydfil
CF48 1UZ
or completed electronically and sent to:
crimeandjustice@wales.gsi.gov.uk
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About Afasic Cymru
Afasic is the UK charity representing children and young people with speech,
language and communication needs, working for their inclusion in society and
supporting their parents and carers.
Afasic is a member organisation celebrating its 45th anniversary last year. Our
members include parents, young people with speech and language and
communication needs, professionals and others who support us. Afasic
Cymru was launched in response to devolution and recently celebrated its
tenth anniversary.
Our vision is of a society which embraces ‘communication’ as a basic human
right, and where all children and young people up to the age of 25, with
speech, language and communication needs, get the support they require to
enable them to reach their potential and participate fully within it.

Information about speech, language and communication
needs (SLCN)
Speech, language and communication are fundamental life skills. Speech,
language and communication skills underpin literacy, learning in school and
college, socialising and making friends, and are crucial for employment
prospects and understanding and regulating emotions or feelings.
Many children and young people struggle to communicate. Some of their
communication needs are temporary and others have more persisting needs.
UK wide studies have shown that approximately 10% of all children have
persisting speech, language and communication needs which may present as
a child’s main difficulty or it may be associated with other conditions such as
autism.
A child or young person with SLCN:
 may have difficulty understanding language
 may have difficulty learning and remembering words, and putting words
together to make sentences
 may have difficulty articulating speech clearly
 may have difficulty using language appropriately in context
Children or young people with speech, language and communication needs
may have some or all of the above difficulties; each person is different.
Speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) may be difficult to spot.
This means that instead of communication difficulties people may see children
or young people struggling to read, showing poor behaviour, or having
difficulties learning or socialising with others. Some children and young people
may become withdrawn or isolated.
SLCN may only come to light in secondary school due to increasing social
and academic demands. In some young people, their difficulties appear to
resolve during primary school only to re-emerge during secondary school.
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Studies in Wales, across the UK and internationally have shown that over
60% of young people in the youth justice system have speech, language and
communication needs (SLCN).
Questions
Question 1 – Do you agree with the functions of the Regional Reintegration
and Resettlement Partnerships; what, if any, functions should be added or
taken away?
√Yes

No

Not sure

Comments
If a key purpose of the Regional Reintegration and Resettlement partnerships
is to ensure that young people identified as being at greatest risk are
supported effectively, it is surprising that the known and evidenced links
between speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) and offending
behaviours are not even mentioned in this consultation document.
Arguably of greatest concern are the high percentages of children and young
people with undiagnosed speech, language and communication needs (as the
research repeatedly tells us) within the youth justice system. These children
and young people are represented across the categories of referrals to Social
Services, Mental Health Services and Special Educational Needs.
How a young person is able to understand, listen, remember, explain, and use
language to sequence, reason and interact…these skills are fundamental to
participating in their planning….and to accessing the services that may
prevent reoffending.
The ability of a partnership with regional leadership to appreciate this could
directly improve the achievement of the objectives highlighted in 4.2, in
particular the identification and provision of support needs.

Question 2 – Do you agree with the identification of a lead professional; if yes
who is best placed to carry out this role?
√Yes

No

Not sure

Comments
As well as a holistic approach, a lead professional must have clear
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understanding and knowledge about speech, language and communication
needs as a core area in relation to Youth Justice through appropriate training.
Further, research by Gwenan Roberts showed that YOS is more likely to
receive speech, language and communication training when there is a speech
and language therapist employed in situ.

Question 3 - Who should be a member of the Regional Reintegration and
Resettlement Partnerships?
Comments
The Regional Reintegration and Resettlement partnerships require a
representative with specific speech and language knowledge and expertise.
Genuine understanding of speech, language and communication as a core
part of the work and the ability to recognise the sometimes complex signs of
these needs is crucial to providing the correct support to reintegrate and
resettle a young person effectively.
Although Health may be routinely represented in such a partnership, a Health
professional from another discipline such as a CAMHS nurse or a general
health practitioner is not likely to have the expertise that is required or
perhaps the authority to facilitate access to a speech and language therapy
service.

Question 4 – Should the Partnership be a standalone group or part of an
existing regional group; if an existing group which one(s) would be most
appropriate?
Yes

√Not sure

No

Comments
The partnership should be closely in touch with what is happening on the
ground, be able to take strategic decisions needed to ‘unblock’ the practical
issues and be in touch with higher national strategic levels.

Afasic Cymru Registered Charity no. 1045617

4

Question 5 – Do you agree there should be a trigger point for young people to
be referred to the Regional Reintegration and Resettlement Partnership?
√Yes

No

Not sure

Comments
A trigger point(s) should be linked to holistic assessment of risk and the
child/young person’s needs so that collaborative care is (or continues to be)
accessible to maximise the effectiveness of a transition. SLCN is likely to form
part of the complex presentation referred to in the consultation and should be
a core part of the trigger points and the work of the partnership.

Question 6 – If so, what do you think is the most appropriate trigger point?
Comments
See above.

Question 7 – What support should be provided to young people in custody to
ensure their effective resettlement?
Comments
Speech and language screening should be prompt and routine part of
assessment. The timely involvement of a speech and language therapist with
a young person who has SLCN enables access to and benefit from
interventions in custody that are very often talking based. The research is
unequivocal.
All staff involved in the care of young people in custody and through
resettlement should receive regular SLCN training as standard.

Question 8 – Do you agree voluntary support should be provided to young
people beyond the end of any statutory sentence?
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√Yes

No

Not sure

Comments
Definitely! Young people within the youth justice system with SLCN continue
to need support (perhaps as part of some kind of report) once they have
completed their orders to help prevent them re-entering the system.
Where a child /young person has speech and language therapy needs, local
variations in service provision outside the YOS needs to be properly
examined in relation to those needs. For example, some areas in Wales do
not offer a secondary age speech and language therapy ‘mainstream’ service.
Local ‘mainstream’ services may not have the resources and/or appropriately
tailored approaches. All agencies and support networks involved need to be
aware of and able to support a young person’s probably ongoing
communication needs. This is vital to successful resettlement.

Question 9 – What support should be provided and for how long?
Comments
See above.

Additional Questions
Question 10 – How should we monitor the effectiveness of the new Bill?
Comments
Through feedback from the collaborative services being offered on the
ground! Softer outcomes also need careful monitoring.

Question 11 – Do you have any comments on the Regulatory Impact
Assessment?
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Yes

√Not sure

No

Comments

Supplementary - We have asked a number of specific questions. If you have
any related issues which we have not specifically addressed, please use this
space to report them:
Comments
The role of prevention needs to be considered more fully. Where funding
arrangements permit, speech and language therapists working in the YOS in
Wales work within prevention for at least a third of their time. This is critical
part of their work. Young people do not need to offend to receive their support
and the whole team benefits from their expertise. Their role can encompass
assessment, training, advice on the provision of accessible resources,
strategy based recommendations and joint direct work to support those young
people at risk of offending and/or reoffending.
Whilst we believe that a speech and language therapist should be a core part
of a YOS, the chronic under-resourcing of secondary provision for children
and young people with SLCN also needs to be urgently addressed. Young
people continue to develop their speech, language needs throughout
adolescence. These difficulties affect their education, achievements, mental
health and life chances. In terms of youth justice, improved provision at
secondary could help to support successful prevention and resettlement.

Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to
acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.
Please acknowledge this reply
Responses to consultations are likely to be made public, on the
internet or in a report. If you would prefer your response to remain
anonymous, please tick here:
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