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Question 1 – Do you agree that the new Areas of Learning/programmes of
study for Language, Literacy and Communication Skills and Mathematical
Development in the Foundation Phase, and English, Welsh and mathematics
in Key Stages 2–4 should be based on year-on-year expectations to
complement the LNF?
Agree

Disagree

Neither agree nor
disagree

Supporting comments
The emphasis on language and communication needs to be significantly
strengthened across the Areas of Learning/programmes of study and
across Key Stages 2-4. Although it represents one third of the literacy
strands, oracy is not given the investment of time and development of
skills that it deserves.
Teachers need specific training and guidance to develop the language
and communication skills of all learners in the detail required to
underpin and apply literacy and numeracy skills across the curriculum
and across the key stages. Teachers need to know how to develop
language interactions for all children including those with specific
speech, language and communication needs (Better Communication
Research Programme).
Question 2 – Do you agree that the LNF should be extended to include
emergent literacy and numeracy in the Foundation Phase for 3 to
4-year-olds?
Agree

Disagree

Neither agree nor
disagree

Supporting comments
It depends on whether this would compromise or strengthen the focus
on language and communication that is essential for all 3-4 year olds.
Afasic Cymru strongly believes that the language and communication
components should be strengthened in terms of assessment and
specific development of skills. Increased early identification of language
and communication needs is essential and Foundation Phase
practitioners are ideally placed to do this for children aged 3-4. However
appropriate detailed training is sadly lacking.
Note that in relation to Flying Start, there will be children who may not
have received input that is tailored and where transitional support
between Flying Start and the Foundation Phase is weak (as stated in the
Flying Start evaluation). There will also be children who were not part of
a Flying Start programme but still have significant language and
communication needs.

Question 3 – Do you agree in principle that ‘wider skills’ should become
statutory elements of the national curriculum?
Agree

Disagree

Neither agree nor
disagree

Supporting comments
As stated in the National Literacy and Numeracy framework, ‘language
is fundamental to thinking and learning’, and together with
communication skills therefore underpins the ‘wider skills’ such as
problem solving, critical and creative thinking, and the ability to apply
knowledge in a range of different contexts and behaving in effective and
appropriate ways.
In expanding the statutory elements to include ‘wider skills’ the intrinsic
and fundamental role of language and how to develop these skills must
not only be acknowledged but specifically built into language and
communication training for teachers from Foundation Phase to Key
Stage 4. Teachers need to know precisely the language levels at which
their learners are functioning and how to build their skills during
interactions in the classroom.
Thinking skills training can tend to begin at too high a level of language
and does not include enough differentiation options/tools for teachers
wishing to raise the achievement of able children with weak language
and communication skills.
Question 4 – Do you agree that these skills should be critical thinking and
problem solving, planning and organisation, creativity and innovation,
personal effectiveness and digital literacy?
Agree

Disagree

Neither agree nor
disagree

Supporting comments
It would be helpful to see further detail on the proposals of ‘wider skills’.

Question 5 – Do you agree that at the end of each phase/stage of education
schools should report progress in Language, Literacy and Communication
Skills/Mathematical Development or English, Welsh and mathematics –
including literacy and numeracy as defined by the LNF, to learners,
parents/carers and the Welsh Government?

Agree

Disagree

Neither agree nor
disagree

Supporting comments
Given the fundamental role of language and communication it is critical
that any possible difficulties in these areas are identified promptly and
acted upon. Afasic Cymru is aware that it is not unusual for children to
have their speech, language and communication needs identified for the
first time in Key Stage 3 or 4. Any process of reporting that supports the
effective identification of language and communication needs from
Foundation Phase to Key Stage 4 is to be welcomed.

Question 6 – Do you agree that schools should continue to undertake and
report an end of phase assessment of Personal and Social Development,
Well-Being and Cultural Diversity?

Agree

Disagree

Neither agree nor
disagree

Supporting comments
Language and communication skills are also intrinsically linked to a
child’s personal and social development and their well-being. As above
any process of reporting that supports the effective identification of
language and communication needs from Foundation Phase to Key
Stage 4 is to be welcomed.

Question 7 – Do you agree that rich learning tasks should be included as part
of an overall end of Key Stage 2 assessment model?
Agree

Disagree

Neither agree nor
disagree

Supporting comments
A rich learning task may be adapted to suit the language and
communication needs of learners and provide formative data for
transition to Key Stage 3. We would be interested in the outcomes of the
pilots.

Question 8 – Do you agree with the proposals that at Key Stage 3 we retain
the requirement to report to the Welsh Government an end of Key Stage 3
summative assessment of progress in the new English, Welsh and
mathematics programmes of study, science and Welsh second language and
remove the requirement to report to Welsh Government an end of Key
Stage 3 assessment of progress in other statutory foundation subjects?
Agree

Disagree

Neither agree nor
disagree

Supporting comments

Question 9 – Subject to the outcome of this consultation, do you agree with
the proposed timetable for introduction for changes to curriculum and
assessment arrangements in Wales?
Agree

Disagree

Neither agree nor
disagree

Supporting comments
It would also depend on the outcomes of pilots.

Question 10 – We have asked a number of specific questions. If you have
any related issues which we have not specifically addressed, please use this
space to report them.
The ‘Routes for Learning’ literacy tool appears to be devised with the
needs of learners with severe and complex needs in mind. There does
not appear to be an appropriately detailed tool for more able learners
who demonstrate weak or impaired language and communication skills.
Teachers need specific training and resources linked to the LNF and the
curriculum to focus on, differentiate and develop talk in the classroom
for all children. In our view this is crucial to mitigate the effects of
poverty on standards of achievement. This is why Afasic Cymru is
undertaking a pilot project that involves developing a communication
policy at a whole school level with detailed audits linked to leadership
and management, social ethos, learning environment and teaching and
learning.
References are available on request.
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