Consultation response form:
INDEPENDENT PROFESSIONAL ADVOCACYNATIONAL STANDARDS AND OUTCOMES FRAMEWORK FOR
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN WALES
Your name:

Organisation (if
applicable)

email/telephone
number:

Your address

Zein Pereira

Afasic Cymru –supporting parents with children who have
difficulties talking and understanding language.
www.afasiccymru.org.uk

zein@afasiccymru.org.uk

203 Titan House
Cardiff Bay Business Centre
Lewis Road
Cardiff CF24 5BS

Responses to consultations may be made public – on the internet or in a report.
If you would prefer your response to be kept confidential, please tick
here:

If you are responding on behalf of your organisation please tick here

√

This consultation runs from 31 March 2017 until midnight 23 June 2017. Please send
your responses to us by the deadline of 23 June /2017.
Responses can come from individuals and groups. You do not have to answer all of
the questions if you do not wish to; you are welcome to only answer the questions
relevant to you and to continue your answers on additional sheets if required.
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1. About Afasic Cymru
1.1. Afasic is the UK charity representing children and young people with speech,
language and communication needs, working for their inclusion in society and
supporting their parents and carers.
1.2. Afasic is a member organisation that includes parents, young people with
speech and language and communication needs, professionals and others
who support us. Afasic Cymru was launched in response to devolution and
celebrates its fifteenth anniversary this year.
1.3. Our vision is of a society which embraces ‘communication’ as a basic human
right, and where all children and young people up to the age of 25, with
speech, language and communication needs, get the support they require to
achieve their potential and participate fully in society.

2. Information about speech, language and communication needs
2.1 Why are speech, language and communication important?
Speech, language and communication are fundamental life skills and key to the
fostering of life chances from an early age. Speech, language and
communication skills underpin literacy, learning in school and college, socialising
and making friends, and are crucial for employment prospects and understanding
and regulating emotions or feelings. Speech, language and communication skills
are fundamental to the wellbeing of all children.
2.2 Impact of SLCN
Many young children struggle to communicate. Some individuals have temporary
or transient communication needs, and others have more persisting needs. A
speech, language and communication need (SLCN) may affect a child or young
person’s ability to understand, express their views, take part in conversations,
manage their emotions, ask questions, learn and develop reasoning skills.
Children with SLCN typically experience emotional and behavioural difficulties.
Some children and young people may become withdrawn or isolated.
Persisting SLCN can cut across the whole of an individual’s development. There
is evidence from population-based studies that SLCN puts children at risk of a
wide range of long term consequences in terms of literacy, school performance,
mental health, employment and independence.
2.3 What causes SLCN?
Many young children struggle to communicate. Some individuals have temporary
or transient communication needs, and others have more persisting needs. UK
wide population studies have shown that approximately 10% of all children have
persisting speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) which may
present as a child’s main difficulty, it may be associated with other conditions1, or
linked with social disadvantage.2
1

A Generation Adrift (January 2013) The Communication Trust.
https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/resources/resources/resources-for-practitioners/a-generationadrift.aspx
2
The links between speech, language and communication needs and social disadvantage (February 2013) The
All Party Parliamentary Group on speech and language difficulties.
https://www.rcslt.org/governments/docs/all_party_parliamentary_group_on_slcn_inquiry_report
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1. Will this framework help advocacy providers and advocacy
commissioners ensure the consistent quality of their service across
Wales?
Unsure √
Yes
☐
No
☐
Please comment:
More detail is needed to define the quality of the processes that underlie the
proposed standards and outcomes of independent professional advocacy. Afasic
Cymru seeks reassurance that the consistent quality sought across Wales
represents best practice for this population of children and young people.

2. Will this framework help deliver a clear understanding of what can be
expected of independent professional advocacy services for children
and young people who use them, thereby making a positive difference
to their lives?
No
√
Yes
☐
Unsure ☐
Please comment:
The population of children and young people that this consultation refers to are
subject to a higher prevalence of additional learning needs, mental health needs,
NEET and involvement with the youth justice system. This is not given the
prominence it deserves in this consultation document.
Many looked after children and young people have unidentified speech, language
and communication needs.3 It is crucial that all independent professional advocates
receive speech, language and communication awareness training to enable good
quality advocacy to be genuinely accessible to all looked after children and young
people.
The evaluations of awareness training that Afasic Cymru has offered across Wales
to those advocating for children such as foster carers and social workers as well as
professional advocacy providers, have highlighted the fundamental importance of
speech and language awareness for their work and the need for more training.
3

The Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists: Supporting looked after children factsheet.

3. Will this framework help those who commission independent
professional advocacy services to ensure the quality of their
commissioning arrangements and provide a means of evidencing high
quality and effective advocacy provision?
No
√
Yes
☐
Unsure ☐
If no please specify:
We are not convinced that the framework has the detail required to ensure high
quality and effective advocacy provision, reflecting best practice and the range and
depth of needs of this population of children and young people. We seek
reassurance that the capacity of the professional advocacy workforce to deliver
3

tailored advocacy provision for children and young people with speech and language
needs is properly audited.

4. Do you think the active offer of independent professional advocacy
support will ensure children and young people are well informed about
the availability of advocacy and better placed to access it when they
need to?
Please specify:
We agree that an active offer of independent professional advocacy is an important
step forward but remain concerned that the speech and language needs of a large
proportion of the looked after children population, are not properly recognised. The
genuine accessibility of the active offer needs to be investigated fully with this in
mind. Afasic Cymru would be pleased to help with this as appropriate.
5. Do you think this framework will help ensure the active offer of
advocacy is delivered consistently and coherently across Wales?
Unsure √
Yes
☐
No
☐
Please specify:
The quality as well as the consistency of the active offer for looked after children and
young people with speech and language needs, remains a concern.

6. The Welsh Government is interested in understanding whether the
proposals in this consultation document will have an impact on groups
with protected characteristics. Protected characteristics are: age,
disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership,
pregnancy and maternity, race, religion and belief, sex, and sexual
orientation. Do you think that the proposals in this consultation will
have any positive impacts on groups with protected characteristics? If
so, which and why/why not?
Yes

No

√

☐

Please specify:
Equality of accessibility and quality of professional advocacy services for children
and young people who are disabled, particularly in relation to speech, language and
communication needs is a concern. The quality of workforce development and
training is critical.
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7. We would like to know your views on the effects that the guidance
would have on the Welsh language, specifically on
i) opportunities for people to use Welsh; and
ii) on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English.
What effects do you think there would be? How could positive effects
be increased, or negative effects be mitigated?
Please specify:
Workforce capacity is likely to be a critical issue.

8. We have asked a number of specific questions. If you have any related
issues which we have not specifically addressed, please use this space
to tell us about them

Responses to consultations are likely to be made public, on the internet or in a
report. If you would prefer your response to remain anonymous, please tick
here:
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