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Dear Director,
I wrote to you on 13 May 2014 as reminder of the continuing need for local authorities to act
in accordance responsibilities and requirements imposed by the current special educational
needs (SEN) legislative framework. My letter went on to mention the Welsh Government’s
intention to bring forward a Bill on additional learning needs (ALN).
You will be aware that on 18 June this year, I announced that in the next few weeks the
Welsh Government will publish a draft Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal
(Wales) Bill for public consultation. The draft Bill has now been published and can be found
on the Welsh Government website: http://gov.wales/consultations/education/draft-aln-andeducation-tribunal-wales-bill/?lang=en
In the light of the publication of the draft Bill, I am now repeating my earlier reminder
regarding the existing SEN legislative framework.
I understand that publication of the draft Bill will generate considerable interest from
stakeholders across the board and much discussion is likely to ensue regarding the form
and content of these future reforms. This discussion and debate about the future is to be
welcomed but it must not deflect attention away from ensuring that existing need is
identified and met.
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Furthermore, whilst I am in favour of the adoption of new and innovative approaches to
dealing with SEN, for the time being local authorities and all those who work with children
and young people with SEN, must ensure that they continue to comply with the duties
placed upon them by the Education Act 1996. They must also continue to have regard to
the SEN Code of Practice for Wales.
The SEN Code of Practice can be accessed on the Learning Wales website:
http://learning.gov.wales/resources/browse-all/special-education-needs-code-ofpractice/?lang=en
On a final note, I would like to encourage you to consider and respond carefully to the draft
Bill. The views of local authorities will play a critical role in determining the precise shape of
the finalised Bill.
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