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About this consultation
The purpose of this consultation is to seek your views on the Welsh
Government’s draft non statutory guidance for local authorities on elective
home education

1. About Afasic Cymru
1.1. Afasic is the UK charity representing children and young people with
speech, language and communication needs, working for their
inclusion in society and supporting their parents and carers.
1.2. Afasic is a member organisation that includes parents, young people
with speech and language and communication needs, professionals
and others who support us. Afasic Cymru was launched in response to
devolution and celebrates its fifteenth anniversary this year.
1.3. Our vision is of a society which embraces ‘communication’ as a basic
human right, and where all children and young people up to the age of
25, with speech, language and communication needs, get the support
they require to achieve their potential and participate fully in society.

2. Information about speech, language and communication
needs
2.1 Why are speech, language and communication important?
Speech, language and communication are fundamental life skills and key
to the fostering of life chances from an early age. Speech, language and
communication skills underpin literacy, learning in school and college,
socialising and making friends, and are crucial for employment prospects
and understanding and regulating emotions or feelings. Speech, language
and communication skills are fundamental to the wellbeing of all children.
2.2 Impact of SLCN
Many young children struggle to communicate. Some individuals have
temporary or transient communication needs, and others have more
persisting needs. A speech, language and communication need (SLCN)
may affect a child or young person’s ability to understand, express their
views, take part in conversations, manage their emotions, ask questions,
learn and develop reasoning skills. Children with SLCN typically
experience emotional and behavioural difficulties. Some children and
young people may become withdrawn or isolated.
Persisting SLCN can cut across the whole of an individual’s development.
There is evidence from population-based studies that SLCN puts children
at risk of a wide range of long term consequences in terms of literacy,
school performance, mental health, employment and independence.
2.3 What causes SLCN?
UK wide population studies have shown that approximately 10% of all
children have persisting speech, language and communication needs
(SLCN) which may present as a child’s main difficulty, it may be
associated with other conditions1, or linked with social disadvantage.2
Question 1 ‒ Do you agree with the proposed introduction of local authority
EOTAS panels to oversee and monitor placements in EOTAS provision?
Yes

No

☐

Not sure ✓

☐

Comments
A central priority of a proposed EOYTAS panel must be to ensure that children and
young people excluded from school are safe and have timely access to appropriately
tailored education, healthcare and therapeutic support. We seek reassurance that
such a panel will be appropriately experienced and trained to a level that ensures a
holistic understanding of how to meet the range of needs3 experienced by children
and young people who require education other than at school. This includes speech,
language and communication needs.
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A Generation Adrift (January 2013) The Communication Trust.

The links between speech, language and communication needs and social disadvantage (February
2013) The All Party Parliamentary Group on speech and language difficulties.
https://www.rcslt.org/governments/docs/all_party_parliamentary_group_on_slcn_inquiry_report
3
The Right to Learn: Supporting children and young people at pupil referral units to reach their potential.
The Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2014.

Question 2 ‒ Do you agree with the proposals to expand the learning,
development and support services to management committee members?
Yes ✓

☐

No

☐

Not sure

☐

Comments
Management committee members must be trained to a robust level that quality
assures the service that it is able to provide, reflecting a thorough understanding of
children’s rights and the issues and needs of children and young people who are
excluded. This must include highlighting the range of needs and challenges that
children who are excluded face, including speech, language difficulties.

Question 3 ‒ Do you agree with the proposed establishment of local authority
commissioning frameworks to ensure the quality and suitability of EOTAS
services being accessed?
Yes ✓

☐

No

☐

Not sure

☐

Comments
The commissioning framework must be holistic and research informed best practice.
A child or young person with undetected speech, language and communication
needs may not access or benefit from their education, health or therapeutic care.
A quality assured commissioning framework must include speech and language
therapy services tailored for this population of children and young people. Given the
prevalence within this population, it is recommended that all children and young
people with behavioural needs are screened for speech, language and
communication needs and where needed have prompt access to a speech and
language therapist for a specialist assessment.2 All staff, management team and
panel members across regional consortia will require disability awareness training
and speech, language and communication awareness training, as a minimum.

Question 4 ‒ Do you agree with the proposed standardisation of registration
and data collection policies and procedures?
Yes✓

☐

No

☐

Not sure

☐

Comments
We are concerned that the focus is firmly held on a rights based approach that
ensures that children and young people who are excluded from school access and
benefit from services. The processes, policies and procedures must ensure and
uphold a human rights based approach.
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The links between speech, language and communication needs and social disadvantage (February
2013) The All Party Parliamentary Group on speech and language difficulties.
https://www.rcslt.org/governments/docs/all_party_parliamentary_group_on_slcn_inquiry_report

Question 5 ‒ Do you agree with the proposed removal of ‘blanket’ curriculum
disapplication in EOTAS, including PRU, provision?
Yes✓

☐

No

☐

Not sure

☐

Comments
Education for this population of children and young people needs to be tailored to
their needs and strengths, based on sensitive appropriate assessments.

Question 6 – We would like to know your views on the effects that the
EOTAS Framework for Action would have on the Welsh language, specifically
on:
i)
ii)

opportunities for people to use Welsh
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English
language.

What effects do you think there would be? How could positive effects be
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?
Supporting comments
See below

Question 7 – Please also explain how you believe the EOTAS Framework for
Action could be formulated or changed so as to have:
i)
ii)

positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people
to use the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less
favourably than the English language
no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh
language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than
the English language.

Supporting comments
It is suspected that many children and young people who are excluded have
undetected speech and language and communication needs (SLCN).5,6
Screening for SLCN could establish whether a child has underlying difficulties that
could affect their abilities to understand, talk and listen.
Speech and language therapy should be delivered through the medium of the child’s
home language taking account of other languages that the child listens to/uses. This
would enable the acquisition of a second language.
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A Generation Adrift (January 2013) The Communication Trust.
https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/resources/resources/resources-for-practitioners/a-generationadrift.aspx

6

The Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists: Supporting looked after children factsheet.

Question 8 ‒ We have asked a number of specific questions. If you have any
related issues which we have not specifically addressed, please use this
space to report them
This consultation has not sufficiently acknowledged the range of needs experienced by
children and young people who are excluded. This should certainly be reflected in the
key provision of collaboration in the framework for action. In particular the prevalence
of additional learning needs and the broad range of health needs of pupils, including
the provision of speech and language therapy as part of educational provision.
The voice of the pupils and their families is not apparent in this consultation document
in relation to standards, children’s rights, meeting the diverse range of needs and
outcomes.

Responses to consultations are likely to be made public, on the
internet or in a report. If you would prefer your response to remain
anonymous, please tick here:

☐

