The Engage with Developmental Language Disorder (or E-DLD) project
This is a new project set up by researchers from the University of Bath, City, University of
London and University of Cambridge started a new project. It aims to help make the
research behind DLD more accessible for families and individuals affected by DLD or a
primary problem with language, even if it has a different diagnosis.
There are two main aims for this project. First, to help increase the understanding of the
research behind DLD in those who are most interested – parents of children with DLD as
well as youth and adults with DLD. We will do this by creating easy to read and understand
summaries of relevant research, with quick take home messages. These may include things
parents can try to do that might help their child now or in the future. The summaries will be
integrated into a quarterly newsletter to all E-DLD members and hosted on www.engagedld.com.
The second main aim is to provide a link between researchers studying DLD and parents /
individuals affected by DLD. Researchers can apply to advertise their projects to E-DLD
members and it’s up to them to contact the researchers! We also hope to get E-DLD
members thoughts on what research priorities should be on a regular basis.
The project hopes to help increase the understanding of DLD as well as help facilitate the
high-quality research the DLD community needs. We need to increase our understanding of
the causes, treatment, and consequences of this common, but under-researched,
developmental disorder.
For this project to succeed, it needs everyone’s help! If you are a parent of a child with DLD
(or a similar diagnosis relating to a primary problem with language, such as SLI or
Expressive/Receptive Language Disorder) please consider signing up! If you are an adult
with DLD, please also consider signing up! DLD does not stop when you turn 18 – we need
more research looking at how DLD affects people when they become adults.
To sign up, please go to www.engage-dld.com and go to the “Sign Up!” page.
E-DLD was set up by Dr Michelle St Clair (University of Bath), Professor Nicola Botting (City,
University of London) and Dr Jenny Gibson (University of Cambridge) in October 2020.

